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My Dear Parishioners, 

Praised Be Jesus Christ! In addiƟon to Oktoberfest celebraƟon this weekend, I make menƟon of Jen Keller’s Birthday! A HEART 
FELT HAPPY ?? BIRTHDAY TO JEN! Thanks for all you do for our parish. 

Thanks too to our Parish Knights of Columbus as we mark Columbus Day.  I share the following arƟcle about Columbus to show 
forth that he was-like most of us-neither a villain or a saint.                 Peace, Fr. Rogers

     _______________________________________________________________________________

Five Myths About Columbus by Robert Royal  9/1/2020

At a moment when even George Washington and Thomas Jefferson are under aƩack, it was inevitable that the current unrest would also engulf Christo-
pher Columbus. His case is unique, though, because unlike the others, few people — least of all those who took turns stomping on his statues — know 
much about him.  They assume that he brought slavery and genocide to the New World. Europeans did, of course, commit many sins. But they did not 
introduce new evils; all of them — including slavery and genocide — already existed among Indigenous peoples, as they did throughout the world.

One person who knew Columbus personally was the Dominican missionary Bartolomé de las Casas. He earned the name defensor de los indios (“defender 
of the Indians”) because of his passionate diatribes against exploiters of naƟve peoples in the Americas. Las Casas did not spare Columbus from criƟcism, 
but he also defended him against those who blamed him for all the disorders and violence that followed the first contacts with Indigenous peoples. The 
great explorer’s missteps, he said, were the result of ignorance and misjudgments about how to proceed: “Truly, I would not dare blame the admiral’s 
intenƟons for I knew him well and I knew his intenƟons were good.”

It’s good, then, to examine some of the contemporary charges against Columbus in order to assess him fairly.

Myth 1: He was a violent man. Las Casas spoke of Columbus’ “sweetness and benignity.” Far from being a violent man, he oŌen got into difficulƟes be-
cause he would be indulgent — toward naƟves and Spaniards — and would then take extreme measures against both when things got out of hand. He was 
a great navigator but a poor governor.  By his third voyage, he was cauƟoning Ferdinand and Isabella about who they were allowing to sail to the New 
world. He needed, he said, 60 missionaries to preach ChrisƟanity to arrogant and abusive Spaniards, and another 60 upstanding men to help him run the 
colony.

Myth 2: He commiƩed genocide. There was no “genocide” during these early voyages, though many naƟves died from unfamiliar diseases and clashes 
between two very different cultures. The Americas had been isolated from the rest of the world for millennia, which is why people here, though they had 
had their own plagues, were especially vulnerable to diseases from outside. Nonetheless, the Spaniards never intended to commit “genocide.” In even a 
cynical reading, a ready supply of naƟve workers served Spanish interests.

Myth 3: He insƟtuted the slave trade. Columbus was not interested in the slave trade; his goal was to set up a trading post or, later, an agricultural colony 
on the island of Hispaniola, today’s Dominican Republic and HaiƟ. He did, however, take slaves as prisoners of war, or where he found violaƟons of natural 
law, such as human sacrifice or cannibalism — the only reasons Spain permiƩed. Slavery was never the admiral’s intenƟon, except as a — not very effecƟve 
— way to maintain order in unprecedented circumstances.

Myth 4: He had only worldly interests. People oŌen claim that Columbus was moƟvated by “God, gold and glory,” but assume God was just a cover for 
worldly interests. In fact, his religious devoƟon was sincere. Among other things, we know from his wriƟngs that he felt that he had been given a role in 
spreading the Gospel to all naƟons, which had to happen before Christ could return. In later years, he oŌen dressed as a Third Order Franciscan.

Myth 5: He did not accomplish anything extraordinary. Many also claim that Columbus did not “discover” the New World. Those living here already knew 
where they were, the argument goes, and didn’t need to be discovered. This is a half-truth. Indigenous peoples, of course, knew their own lands. They did 
not know that they were part of a larger world. One reason we especially honor Columbus is that he began the process toward the one interconnected 
world that we now inhabit. Vasco da Gama sailed around Africa and reached “the Indies” five years aŌer Columbus arrived in the New World. But great as 
that feat was, he only found a new route to long known lands. Columbus, by skill, imaginaƟon and sheer grit gave us the world.

Archbishop Urges Prayers for Vic ms of Hurricane Helene By CatholicPhilly Staff (Posted October 1, 2024)

Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez issued the following statement Sept. 30 regarding Hurricane Helene:

“My heart is deeply pained to see Hurricane Helene’s path of destrucƟon in the southern United States stretching from Florida through Appalachia. Many 
precious lives have been cut short. Many homes, businesses, and communiƟes have been obliterated. I encourage everyone to be a beacon of hope for 
those leŌ standing in the wake of this devastaƟon through frequent prayer and generous support of the relief efforts taking place. Catholic ChariƟes USA is 
coordinaƟng the temporal response, and local Catholic ChariƟes agencies are providing life-sustaining assistance. Learn how you can contribute to the 
effort at www.catholicchari esusa.org.  The work of recovery will be monumental in scale and ongoing for quite some Ɵme. Let us be the hands of Christ 
for our suffering brothers and sisters now and in the coming months. In the name of the people of our local Church, I pray that God will bring comfort to 
those in mourning, protect the first responders and repair crews working on the ground, and pour His mercy upon all those impacted by this natural     
disaster.” 

Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez, D.D.
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