
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 7, 2023

My Dear Parishioners, 

Praised be Jesus Christ! A er many weeks, months, indeed years of planning, we break ground tomor-
row on our CONNECTING THE CORNERSTONES PROJECT!  Alleluia, Praise the Lord!

As we begin this project, among many things, Communica on will be important and to that end, I point 
you to our parish website and Flocknote for the most up-to-date informa on. Our parish bulle ns are 
wri en and submi ed 10 days before the weekend, so they do not contain the most up-to-date info. (In 

fact, I wrote this column on April 27th) As the project unfolds, we will do our best to keep everyone posted, I ask you to be alert and a en-
ve to all the news. 

Speaking of news … May is both Ordina on & Change Season in the world of Priesthood and Church. This year, Fr. McCabe arrives at 52 
years of priesthood, I come to 23 years and Fr. Sharre  marks his 58th Anniversary of Priesthood Ordina on: A tremendous blessing for 
each of us and for the Church at large. As imperfect and mortal as we each are, God has chosen and con nues to choose priests to share 
the life of His Son. I encourage you to remember and thank God for the priests who have blessed your life. 

This year, 7 men will be ordained priests for the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and two of them lived here: Frs. Randy Kra  and Phong Le. 
They will be ordained on Saturday, May 20th. Augus ne Reimers, our most recent seminarian, will be ordained a Deacon in Lincoln, Ne-
braska on Friday, May 26. Please keep all these young men and their families in your prayers. 

The US Bishops Conference has published its annual a snapshot view of this year’s ordina on class. I share a por on of it with you here. 
You may want to view the whole thing on the internet. h ps://www.usccb.org/commi ees/clergy-consecrated-life-voca ons/ordina on
-classes

Most of the ordinands received forma on at a seminary in the South and the Midwest (31% for both) followed by the Northeast 
(17%), West (13%), and abroad (7%).

Responding ordinands indicate they first considered priesthood during elementary school (32%), followed by high school (26%). Reli-
gious ordinands are more likely than diocesan ordinands to first consider a voca on in college (23%) and graduate school (20%).

Ordinands who a ended Catholic elementary school cons tuted 43% of all respondents, and 34% a ended a Catholic high school. 
Most respondents (93%) were bap zed Catholic as an infant and raised primarily by their biological parents (96%) and a married couple 
living together (92%).

Over half of respondents (63%) cited their parish priest as an encouraging influence on their voca on.
All of this shows us that priests do not come from no-where, they come from families and from the very heart of God! Let us con nue to 
beg the Lord to send laborers into His harvest.

Peace,  Fr. Rogers 

      236




