
PENTECOST SUNDAY MAY 28, 2023

                                                                                                                                                                                         

My Dear Parishioners, 

Praised be Jesus Christ! Happy Pentecost, Happy Memorial Day Weekend! I’m not certain how o en 
these two great celebra ons fall together on the same weekend, but there is a fi ng connec on with 
the two that is worth salu ng. 

On this 50th Day of Easter – 50th Day since the Resurrec on of Jesus Christ – God the Father together 
with His Son shared another wonderful Gi  with the world. He poured forth the Holy Spirit, the very Love of God, Himself. We read this in 
Acts 2 and we see from that point on, the difference that the Love of God makes. There is no doubt that the Holy Spirit – the Love of God –
made all the difference for the early Church. He turned cowards into courageous men; an early band of believers into powerful, public wit-
nesses and that early Chris an community into the Body of Christ! We see all of this happen at Pentecost and from that point on, it con n-
ues onwards and outwards into every land, people, and me.

God’s historical coming at Pentecost coincides this weekend with the remembrance of those men and women who died in service for our 
country. In some ways, they may have been like that band of early disciples: Ordinary men and women who served something greater
than themselves and gave themselves completely to that service. Yes, they lost of their lives but they found something that gave their life 
meaning. And their finding it, gives witness to all who come a er. Their sacrifice points to something greater: something worth living for, 
something worth dying for.  What is that something? It’s love! And in a day in age when love is defined as “love”, Memorial Day and Pente-
cost does something so much greater: It demonstrates love to be that Gi  of Self: God to us and us to God and others! WOW!

At His Last Supper, Jesus spoke a lot about the Holy Spirit that He and the Father would send. He spoke of the Holy Spirit coming to the 
disciples and doing several things:  1) Reminding them of everything that He taught them. 2) Uni ng, Guarding and Keeping them. 3) Mak-
ing them witnesses to the world. The Holy Spirit con nues to do these things and now we are the recipients! We are recipients because in 
His Plan, God has looked upon us with great love. There is a work to be con nued, His Work and we are the workers! Now is our me to 
advance the beau ful work of God in this me and in this place. Let’s not miss our opportunity to serve and love God and our neighbor 
VERY WELL.  I close with this prayer of St. Augus ne, asking the Holy Spirit to come! 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. Draw 
my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. Guard me, then, 

O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. Amen

Peace, Fr Rogers 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD

In accordance with the direc ves from 
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the dis-
tribu on of the Precious Blood from the 
chalice to the lay faithful will resume at 
St. Patrick during all Masses next week-

end (June 3 & 4).  As such, we will use the center aisle to receive 
Holy Communion and return via the side aisle.  Extraordinary Min-
isters of Holy Communion will distribute the Precious Blood from 
the top of the side aisles.  As in the past, this prac ce will be sus-
pended during heightened cold and flu seasons.
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