PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD APRIL 13, 2025

My Dear Parishioners,

Praised be Jesus Christ! This is the week that forever changed the world; the most important week in human history; the week,
A WORD we call “holy”. These last eight days of Jesus’ life—from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday — offer much wisdom for us. Here is just a
FROM THE sample of what happens during Holy Week:

PASTOR

®  Palm Sunday, Jesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem

®  Monday of Holy Week, Jesus clears out the temple with a whip

®  Tuesday of Holy Week, Jesus is anointed with oil at Bethany and preaches on the Mt. of Olives
®  Spy Wednesday, Jesus is betrayed by Judas

®  Holy Thursday, Jesus celebrates the Last Supper, prays in the Gethsemane, and is arrested

®  Good Friday, Jesus is sentenced to death, scourged, beaten, crucified, and dies on the Cross

®  Holy Saturday, Jesus is buried in the tomb and descends into hell

e  Easter Sunday, Jesus rises from the dead

As we begin, | encourage you to make the most of it through personal prayer, silence, celebration of the Liturgies and mindful-living. There are many re-
sources that can assist this, | share the following mediation written by Philip Kosloski.

Peace,

Fr. Rogers

Living in a fallen world, we often experience rejection and betrayal from those we love the most. It can be difficult to bear and as a result, we may feel
unloved by everyone and utterly alone. It is during those times that Jesus wants to speak a message of love to us, and there is one particular scene in the
Bible that can bring us consolation and peace. The scene does not immediately lend itself to meditation, but when looked at more closely, it can provide
hours of prayer. It is from the Gospel of John and features a brief moment when Jesus’ “beloved disciple” rests on his chest during the Last Supper.

One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side ... He leaned back against Jesus’ chest (John 13:23, 25).

There is much to unpack in this short verse. First of all, instead of identifying the disciple, St. John states that it was the disciple “whom Jesus loved.” While
it might refer to a specific individual, it also applies to each one of us, whom Jesus loves very dearly. Jesus revealed to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, “My
Divine Heart is so passionately in love with humanity that it can no longer contain within itself the flames of its ardent charity. It must pour them out.”
Jesus loves us infinitely more than we can possibly imagine and he wants to pour out that love upon us. He can no longer contain the love that he has for
us!

Furthermore, this disciple at the Last Supper leaned upon Jesus’ chest, resting on his heart. Think about that for a few seconds. Wouldn’t you want to rest
on Jesus’ heart? Think about when you were a child, when you leaned back against your mother or father and rested your head upon their chest, enfolded
in their arms. Again, this is what Jesus wants you to do and the feelings he wants you to feel when thinking about this scene.

Jesus invited St. Margaret Mary Alacoque to do this very action when he visited her, “He made me repose for a long time upon His breast. He showed
me the inexplicable wonders of His pure love, and to what an excess He had carried it for the love of humanity.”

This scene can come alive each time we receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. After receiving him into our bodies, we return to the pew and can meditate on
this scene. It can be a powerful experience if we truly believe that God loves us and is inviting us to rest on his heart.

Remember, we are never truly alone in this world, even when everyone has abandoned us. Jesus was abandoned on the cross and understands that feel-
ing. However, he doesn’t want us to stay there, but to come to the table of his feast and place our head close to his heart. By doing so, we can feel the
heartbeat of his love for us and catch a glimpse of his burning charity.
LENTEN
PENANCE SERVICE

The invitation is open. We just need to respond and accept the fact that
God loves us more than we can imagine.

St. Patrick Church
Tuesday, April 15, 2025
7:00 PM

No scheduled confessions on Holy Saturday, April 19

"A clean heart create for me, God;
| renew within me a steadfast spirit.
( — Psalm 51: 12
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